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Lok Bhavan
Bhubaneswar - 751008

DR. HARIBABU KAMBHAMPAT]I,

) January 02, 2026
Governor, Odisha 4

Message

| am delighted to know that the District Council of Culture, Sambalpur in
collaboration with the department of Odia Language, Literature & Culture and the
Department of Tourism, Govt. of Odisha is organizing the LOK MAHOTSAV-2026 from
4™ to 6™ and Youth Festival from 7™ to 8™ January 2026.

Lok Mahotsav-2026 serves as a vital platform for the preservation of our invaluable
intangible cultural heritage and strengthens social cohesion by fostering a profound
sense of pride in Odisha’s diverse cultural identity. Such festival not only enrich the
cultural landscape of the state but also draw admirers for across the country and beyond,
promoting harmony and unity among communities. | am hopeful that this festival, which
embodies the spirit of the people, will beautifully showcase the rich folk and tribal
heritage of Western Odisha.

| extend my best wishes for the resounding success of this edition of Lok Mahotsav-
2026 and for its continued contribution to the promotion and preservation of Odisha’s

vibrant artistic traditions.

(Hari Babu Kambhampati)
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Qrs No DS-10/3, MLA Colony
Unit IV. Bhubaneswar
Contact No: 9348233215
Email mlarengal 2024@gmail.com
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ODISHA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
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Tel N0.0663-2411646(0ff)
0663-2410975(Res)
0663-2411537(Fax)

E-Mail ID. rdcsbp@nic.in

\. J

SHRI SACHIN R. JADHAV, IAS
Revenue Divisional Commissioner,
Northern Division, Sambalpur

Message

It gives me immense pleasure to learn that the District Council of
Culture, Sambalpur is celebrating its Folk Festival “Lok Mahotsav-2026” at
Birsha Maidan, Sambalpur from 4th to 8" January, 2026 and publishing a
Souvenir to commemorate this occasion. Such celebrations provide a platform
to the artists to express themselves and facilitate synthesis and evolution of
our society’s culture. We need to support and sustain the rich and diverse
cultural mosaic  of our country. The people at large as spectators and
audiences will also benefit by imbibing right values from our traditions and

customs.
I convey my warm greetings and felicitations to the Organizing

Committee, the artistes, the participants and all others associated, for a grand

success of the occasion.

(Sachin R. Jadav)
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ODISHA POLICE
NORTHERN RANGE HDQRS.,
SAMBALPUR
Office: 0663-2402016
Ros.: 0663-2411017

‘ ‘ Mob.: 85128-51144
HIMANSHFJ KUMARLAL, IPS E-mail: dignr.orpol@nic.in
|.G. of Police Northern Range
Samablpur, Odisha DO. No 607/CON

Date. 27-12-2025

Message

It gives me immense pleasure to know that District Council of Culture, Sambalpur is
organizing “Lok Mahotsav-2026" from 04" January, 06th January 2026 & Juba Mahostsav
07" & 08™ January, 2026. This socio-cultural festival has been observing since 1997, has
earned a wide reputation as the oldest folk cultural event of Odisha for its exemplary
presentation of the unique cultural heritage and vibrant folk traditions of the people of
Sambalpur region. Itis a matter of pride for all those associated with this celebration that,
over the years, this festival has earned the distinction of being recognized as a folk cultural
event of national repute.

At this juncture, | convey my best wishes to all the organizers under the Chairmanship

of Collector, Sambalpur, for their untiring efforts towards the success of this Mahotsav and
hope that it will be observed with full pomp and gaiety, promoting brotherhood and harmony

in the society.
7

(Himanshu Kumar Lal)
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e-mail: spsbp.odpol@nic.in
twitter.com/SpSambalpur
facebook.com/9438916550
Phone: 0663-2412330 (Off)
0663-2411002 (Res)
CUG: +91 9438916550

MUKESH BHAMOQO, IPS
Superintendent of Police
Samablpur, Odisha

D.O.No. 347/Con. Date. 29-12-2025

Message

It gives me immense pleasure to know that the people of Sambalpur are going to
celebrate Folk festival ‘LOK MAHOTSAV’ from 04.01.2026 to 06.01.2026, and Youth
Festival from 07.01.2026 to 08.01.2026. The Lok Mahotsav have always remained very
important platform for the artists from the State of Odisha and other States to show their
ability, talent and culture. | am confident that Lok Mahotsav celebration will immensely
contribute to the socio-cultural enrichment of the region.

The organizers are also bringing out a Souvenir ‘Smaranika’ to commemorate the
occasion. On this auspicious occasion, | extend my heartiest greetings and good wishes
to the people involved in the celebration and members of the organizing committee, for
their sincere and untiring effort and hope that ‘LOK MAHOTSAYV 2026’ will be grand
success.

Wishing the celebration once again.

¢
<&
&

(Mukesh Kumar Bhamoo)
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Desk grom odal Offecer.......

It gives me immense pleasure to extend my warm greetings and best
wishes to the organisers, artists, and visitors of Lok Mahotsav-2026, being
celebrated at Sambalpur-the cultural heart of Western Odisha-from 4th to
8th January 2026.

Sambalpur is a land of deep faith, valour, and rich cultural heritage,
blessed by the divine grace of Maa Samaleswari and Maa Ghanteswari,
illuminated by the unique spiritual significance of the Huma Leaning Temple
on the sacred banks of the Mahanadi, enriched by the iconic Hirakud Dam,
a symbol of engineering excellence and regional pride, and inspired by the indomitable legacy
of Veer Surendra Sai. Historic sites such as Kudopali, the site of the Battle of Kudopali (1857),
where the valiant freedom fighter and martyr Chabila Sai attained martyrdom during the First
War of Indian Independence, stand as enduring symbols of courage, sacrifice, and Sambalpur’s
significant contribution to India’s freedom movement.

The region’s cultural identity finds vibrant expression through the soulful tradition of
Sitalsathi, the energetic rhythms of Dalkhai and Rasarkeli, the timeless elegance of Sambalpuri
handloom, and the living tradition of the Sambalpuri language, together reflecting the collective
spirit, creativity, and cultural pride of the people of Western Odisha.

Since its inception in 1997, Lok Mahotsav has emerged as a significant platform for the
preservation and promotion of indigenous folk traditions. The festival has played a vital role in
providing recognition and dignity to folk artists and artisans, while strengthening the cultural
fabric of Sambalpur and the wider region.

| place on record my sincere appreciation for the committed efforts of the District Council
of Culture, Sambalpur, in collaboration with the Department of Odia Language, Literature &
Culture and the Department of Tourism, Government of Odisha, for consistently organising
this prestigious cultural festival with vision, dedication, and excellence.

| am confident that Lok Mahotsav-2026 will continue to nurture cultural pride, reinforce
social harmony, and carry forward the timeless heritage of Sambalpur to future generations. |
wish the festival every success and enduring prominence in the years ahead.

With best wishes,

Rohan Kheti, IAS
Commissioner
Sambalpur Municipal Corporation
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RELIGIOUS CONTEXT OF BARGARH DHANU YATRA

Bargarh-Sambalpur region is abounded
with Jagannath temples which is a testament
to high Jagannath consciousness among the
people. There are also some villages, where
no such shrines are present, yet the rural folk
celebrate the Car Festival, Rath Yatra with
great enthusiasm. Krishna chetana inherently
exists in the heart and soul of the people also
in the form of Jagannath tatwa. It is deeply
rooted even in their subconscious state of
mind, irrespective of their caste and religion.
In this tradition, the globally famed Bargarh
Dhanu Yatra is based on the folklore of this area
along with Krishna Bhakti Bhav. The essence
of the Sambalpuri folk song is Aadi rasa or
Sringara rasa. The Maharasa of Radha-
Krishna Maharéasa is greately depicted in these
folk songs. Pure and sacred Sringara rasa is
the most significant rasa in folk numbers.

Vyasa has described the Rasaleea of
Krishna and Braja-Gopis in the Rasa
Panchadhyayee chapters of the tenth canto
of the Srimad Bhagavat. The celebration of the
celestial leela through the worldly activities is
gracefully presented in these episodes. There
is no trace of any type of earthly desires in
the passionate bond between them, it is
eternal and ever shining. It is a very arduous
task for the poets to make out this mystical
ardency. Radha has been portrayed as an
incomplete character and Krishna as a playful
beau in most of the folk songs of Bargarh-
Sambalpur region.

Anecdotes on Shiva -Parbati are
enacted during Danda Nacha in major parts

& Sushama Dash

of Odisha, but the joyful episodes of Radha-
Krishna Leela are performed in Bargarh-
Sambalpur area. Moreover, the involvement of
common people in the enactment and
accompaniment in Bargarh Dhanu Yatra
reveals their faith and devotion to Lord
Krishna.

Vaishnav Dharma had a great impact on
the locales even before the commencement
of Bargarh Dhanu Yatra. Towards the end of
the nineteenth century Santh Kapil Maharaj of
Vrindavan established an ashram at Menda (a
village in Subarnapur district), that became a
very significant place for Vaishnav Dharm
followers in Western Odisha. At the beginning,
Utkali and Aranyak Brahmins accepted
Vaishnav Dharma and people of other castes,
mostly Vaishyas followed them later. On the
same pave, Bhagavat Dharma, another form
of Krishna chetana had a great spread in this
region in the advent of twentieth century.
‘Krishnaguru’ bhajan programmes were very
frequently organised. People were singing
bhajans and relishing the Krishna Bhakti rasa
night after night.

During 1920-1925 a spiritual
organisation, ‘Radhaswami’ based on
Vaishnav Dharma flourished in Bargarh. A
large section of people from Bargarh,
Tamparsara, Godbhaga, Attabira, Burla,
Hirakud, Larambha and Sambalpur area were
associated with this institution and spent their
time in religious activities. They were
completely engrossed in Krishna Bhakti. At
this time Sindhu Kumari Dash, Adimata of



Bargarh set up a religious centre in the town.
Some of the members of this centre were
performing nagar-kirtan and moving around
the town. Sindhu Kumari was also joining the
kirtan and she was playing the mridangam and
was able to produce saptanada. She was calm
and indifferent to the praise and criticism of
the people. Her religiousness was glorified with
social work and she was also actively
participating in the Freedom Movement. She
had a great role in the establishment of Radha-
Madhav idol in Bargarh and celebrating Dhanu
Yatra in folk-theatre style.

Before the initiation of Bargarh Dhanu
Yatra a strange incident happened. Benu
Baba, a renowned devotee of lord Krishna
was doing meditation in the stillness of night
and he was startled to get a divine order in
his transcendental state. The command was
— ‘We will spread our leela , the divine play in
the western part of Jagannath Dham’. It was
the order of Radha Madhav, enough to enthral
a great devotee like Benu Baba, alias
Benudhar Pujari. He was the nephew of
Janmejaya Pujari, the head-priest of Bargarh
Nrusingh temple. Benu Baba was also
worshipping in this temple from his tender
age, but the feeling of detachment from the
worldly life compelled him in his youth to leave
home to lead the life of a sannyasi in a
monastery in Vrindavan. On that eventful night
Benu Baba was alone in the ashram, as
others had gone on a pilgrimage. He was
stupefied to listen to the heavenly injunction
and spent the whole night in deep spirituality.

In the dawn Benu Baba opened the door
and was astonished to see his Guru coming
back from the holy expedition with idols of
Madhav and Sri Radha. The eighteen- inch idol
of Madhav was of black muguni stone and it
was adorned with a yellow robe. And the
seventeen -inch brass idol of Sri Radha was
decorated in sky-blue clad. Benu Baba with
tearful eyes narrated the exquisite experience
of the previous night. Guru Dev smiled to
listen to it and stated, ‘It is only the wish of
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God and it must be fulfilled. Let his leela
spread in the Kaliyug'.

The next day Benu Baba along with his
sannyasi friends boarded the train towards
Jharsuguda. After arriving at Jharsuguda,
conveying all the matters he wrote a letter to
his uncle Janmejaya Pujari. Then Janmejaya
Pujari unfolded the story to Biswaksen Mishra,
the renowned lawyer of erstwhile Bargarh. A
brief discussion on this matter immediately
went among the honourable citizens like —
Maufidar Gountia Raghu Mani Dash, Ambapali
Gountia Nilamani Pujari, Krutartha Acharya,
Haranarayan Seth, Narveram Joshi, Baladev
Gahir, Rishav Kar, Chandramani Gountia,
Balmiki Mishra, Chakradhar (Kangali) Nayak
and Kapileswar Dash. It was a great
coincidence that- when Benu Baba had
received the divine order in Vrindavan,
Biswaksen Mishra had also heard the divine
voice, ‘We are coming!” Biswaksen was
startled and woke up from his deep sleep and
shared the details of the miraculous dream
with his wife. Those heavenly words vibrated
in his heart and mind and he passed into a
highly transcendental state.

A mud cottage with two small rooms was
built on the bank of river Jeera. There was a
wide circular verandah surrounding the rooms
and the front was arched with jamun
branches. Then, on an auspicious day some
eminent persons of Bargarh town went to
Jharsuguda to bring Radha-Madhav.
Thousands of people gathered at Gopal-
Goshala to welcome the divine entities.
Finally, They were received with high devotion
and piousness and enshrined in the newly built
cottage. Bargarh town was echoed with the
enthralling nada of mridangam and hulahuli.
Benu Baba took the responsibility of
worshipping Radha -Madhav in that sanctum.
Every morning and evening members of the
Radhaswami organisation, Adimata Kirtan
Mandali, Nrusingh Mandir Bhajan Mandali and
so many devotees gathered at the shrine to
perform bhajan and kirtan. Janmastami,
Radhastami, Nandotsav, Govardhan Puja,
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Jhulan Yatra, Phalguna Purnima like festivals
were celebrated here with great enthusiasm
and devotion. Benu Baba (Brajakishor Das)
brought Radha -Madhav to Bargarh. Bhajan,
kirtan, prabachana, parayana like devotional
activities were regularly going on. However,
Benu Baba was not complacent, he wished
that Krishna Leela should spread more,
people should be more engrossed in Krishna
Bhakti. He shared his thoughts with some
prominent Krishna devotees and pleaded for
their cooperation. At that time ‘Krishna Leela’
drama had already been performed on the
main road, in patromax light. Observing the
unprecedented success of this enactment,
Gountia Raghumani Dash planned to present
‘Dhanu Yatra’ in drama form. Advocate
Rishabh Kar suggested the implementation of
that monumental plan. It was certainly very
significant and historic as well to consider
drama as a medium to spread the leela of
Radha- Madhav.

Long before the commencement of
Bargarh Dhanu Yatra, Bali Yatra was
organised on the sand of the river Jeera on
the full moon day of Karthik. However, the Bali
Yatra of the nearby village Khuntpali, was
more popular at that time. So, the organizers
of Bargarh Bali Yatra were looking for an
alternative festival that would surpass the
Yatra of Khuntpali. In the second half of 1947,
after the closing ceremony of Bargarh Bali
Yatra, some people of high insight organised
a meeting at Sri Radha -Madhav temple and
prepared a lay-out for Dhanu Yatra. They also
made a concrete plan for the day to day
performance . Finally, their plan was
accomplished and the parts of Dhanu Yatra
were enacted at different places of the town.
It all started with the Basudev - Devaki
wedding, Birth of Lord Krishna, departure of
the Lord to Gopapura etc. at the Samlei
temple, Ramji temple, on the main road, on
the slow current of the river Jeera and so forth.
This epoch-making day happened to be the
bright fifth day of the Pousa month. Every part
of the performance was dramatically and

ritualistically indicative. The foundation of
Bargarh Dhanu Yatra is based on the
Madhurya leela and Aishwarya leela of Lord
Krishna. The mythological events of eleven
years, from the birth of the Lord to the
assassination of demon king Kansa, are
presented in only eleven days. Madhurya,
Lalitya, Vidagdha leelas of Lord Krishna are
very gracefully dramatized in Bargarh Dhanu
Yatra. Gountia Lakshapati Dash, one of the
pioneers of Bargarh Dhanu Yatra, was a great
devotee of Lord Krishna. He had expertise on
playing instruments and he had founded an
organisation to perform Krishna Leela. He was
singing Krishna Leela from the palm-leaf
scriptures and other artistes were acting with
gestures and pronouncing small pieces of
necessary dialogues only. Krishna chetana
had always been there in the heart of the
people of Bargarh in different forms. It is
reflected in their everyday-life activities, may
not be obvious, but it plays a pivotal role in
their life. Their social, religious and cultural
life is guided by the affinity of Krishna
consciousness. Thus, the festivity of Dhanu
Yatra reinforced this spirituality amongst the
people. The festival which was initiated to
spread Krishna Leela has become very
effectual in all the time. There is no dearth of
delineation of the Leela of Lord Krishna in the
Indian literature and folklore, but the
presentation of Balya Leela of the Lord in
Bargarh Dhanu Yatra is so graceful and lively
that, it seems dubious if it was so amazing in
God&#39;s own place, Vrindavan.The location
of Bargarh (Mathura), Ambapali (Gopapura)
and the connecting river Jeera is more
substantive, as if God Viswakarma has
constructed the structures in the obligation to
the Almighty.

The flow of Krishna chetana is
incessantly flowing in the depth of Indian
cultural consciousness. Observing the leela
of Lord Krishna, learned scholars divide it into
three major stages viz- Madhurya, Madhurya-
Aishwarya and Aishwarya. Sri Krishna of
Gopapura is the ‘most Perfect’ with all his



leelas; Krishna the assassin of Kansa in
Mathura is ‘more Perfect; whereas the
diplomat Krishna of Dwaraka is the ‘Perfect’
embodiment. Indian people are more
enlightened by the playful Krishna of Gopapura
rather than diplomat or philosopher Krishna.
Their heart embraces the lively, fun-loving
Krishna with love, devotion and trueness.

In comparison to standard art and
literature, the folk pieces bear Krishna
consciousness with more affinity and
transparency. The three major categories of
folk- theatre are - Ram Leela, Bharat Leela
and Krishna Leela. Very lively performances
are accomplished to communicate the theme
of the immortal scriptures to the common
audience. Care has always been taken to
maintain balance between people&#39;s
religious faith and entertainment, keeping the
aesthetic essence intact. The drama parts of
Bargarh Dhanu Yatra follow the scriptures like
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the Srimad Bhagavat Mahapurana,
Achyutananda & # 39;s Harivansh Purana and
numerous odia epics and legendary poems.
Folk-theatrical works like, Leela, Suanga
enrich the religious faith among the people by
performing the eminent poets&#39; literary
works like, Ram Leela, Krishna Leela, Bharat
Leela, Laxmi Purana Leela, Dwaraka Leela,
Shabari Leela and Subhadra Hararana.
Nandalala , Bhikhia, Parshuram Gountia alias
Premanand Pradhan (Mandapa), Laxman Pati
(Kharmunda), Pitabasa Sahu(Garbhana),
Kabi Binayak, Balaji Meher (Kuketira), Rishi
Deheri (Bhainatora) of Bargarh -Sambalpur
area and Maguni, Bhramara, Mohan Sundar
Dev Goswami, Kabichandra Kalicharan
Pattanaik like writers of Eastern Odisha
abundantly contributed to these Leela,
Suanga, drama and other religious pursuits
and made the premise of Bargarh Dhanu Yatra
more substantial and overwhelming. B H
Gandhi Memorial College
Kalapani, Bargarh
Mob.-8763121135
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IMPORTANCE OF SAMBALPURI

Folklore is essential part of our culture and
traditions. Folklore is the body of expressive
culture shared by a particular group of people,
culture and sub-culture which includes oral
traditions like tales, legends, proverbs, poems and
jokes. Folklore also encompasses festivals,
wedding, folk dances and material culture.
Traditions of folklore are passed informally from
one individual to another through verbal
instructions or demonstration. Folk is a social
group of people with common traits and traditions.
Sambalpuri is a vibrant Indo-Aryan language variety
spoken in area of Sambalpur, Bargarh, Jharsguda,
Bolangir, Sonepur, Kalahandi, Nuapada,Boudh,
Sundargarh and Deogarh under Western Odisha
with 2.6 million speakers, rich literature and unique
cultural expression. There is a demand for its
official recognition as a distinct language and
inclusion in 8" Schedule of the Indian Constitution.
Role of Sambalpuri Folklore is significant in
language, literature and culture of Odisha.

Sambalpuri Folklore is the rich cultural
heritage of Western Odisha, expressed through
vibrant stories, folk dances, music, festivals and
deities featuring rhythmic steps and local
instruments. Key elements of Sambalpuri Folklore
are dance, music, celebrations, instruments,
plays, songs and story telling. Sam alpuri Folklore
is not just entertainment, it is a living tradition that
strengthens social ties, honour deities, celebrates
agricultural prosperity and showcases the unigue
heritage of Western Odisha. The first systematic
collection of Sambalpuri Folk Songs and Folk Tales
was undertaken by the PG Deptt of Odia,
Sambalpur University which published Paschim

FOLKLORE

&5 Dr Deepen Kumar Pattnaik

Odisha Loka Geetin 1996 and Paschim Odisha
Lakakatha in 1997. Many writers belonging to
Western Odisha have published collection and
studies on folkloric elements like folktales, folk
songs, folk festival, riddle poems and proverbs.
Butitis a matter of regret that although Sambalpuri
Folklore is rich and beautiful but it has remained
out of sight of folklore lovers and folkotists for long
period. Sambalpur Lokamohastav reflects folklore
and sub-culture. It projects Sambalpur’s cultural
identity, tribal folk traditions, oral traditions and folk
tales. Sambalpur Lokamohastav often begins with
a procession from the revered Samaleswari
Temple which is icon of Sambalpuri Folklore.
Sambalpur Lokamohastav is the excellent
platform for propagation and development of
Sambalpuri Folklore.

We can find elements of spirituality, morality
and ethics in Sambalpuri Folklore. Folk beliefs,
tales, religious practices, folk deities, folk
proverbs, typical foods, woven fabrics and
ornaments have enriched the trends of
Sambalpuri Folklore. Role of artifay, handicrafts,
custom and Ganjapa of Sonepur are significant
in Sambalpuri Folklore. Western Odisha often
focusing on nature, deity, tribal life and local heroes
passed down orally through songs and dances
depicting daily life including spiritual beliefs,
community bonding and moral lessons with
stories including creation of myth. Sambalpuri Folk
Tales-Storirs includes Sinbonga & Asuras, Halahal
Kumar, Rani O Rajani and Jungle Re Haati.
Sambalpuri folk literature also known as Kosali
Literature from Western Odisha is rich in oral
traditions, folk songs, poetry, theatre and story



telling reflecting the unique culture and identity of
the region with modern pioneers like Satya
Narayan Bohidar, Haladhar Nag, Atal Behari
Panda, Binod Pasayet, Mitrabhanu Gountia,
Mangalu Charan Biswal, Shiba Shankar Pradhan,
Gunanidhi Das, Brajendra Naik, Gouri Shankar
Panigrahi, Dwarikanath Naik, SS Dhar , Pt
Prayagdutta Joshi, Hema Chandra Acharya,
Nolamadhab Panigrahi, Prafulla Kumar Tripathy
and many others.Sambaluri Literary Page/
Magazines like Jugar, Udiyan and Jhaenre reflect
Sambalpuri Folklore.

The “Nachgana” in the streets of villages
of Western Odisha regions are traditionally based
on the plots of Ramayana and Mahabharata.
During the early days Parshuram Bhet was
regarded as a form of folk play including
Ramaleela. Pandit Prayagdutta Joshi wrote one
Drama-Kapat Bihar in 1936. Important
Sambalpuri folk plays are Phata Kapal, Ukhi,
Pachen, Devi Ambalika, Badhkar Dada, Kuili Kuili
Kie Raja, Maet Maa, Dwitya Gandhi, Bhat Muthe,
Laal Paen, Dhankeda, Tangar, Brutti, Bigul and
Udla Patar Budla Danga. Western Odisha Tribal
Social life have been reflected through
Sambalpuri Folk Songsand dances. Dalkhai is
the popular form of folk song-drama in Western
Odisha. This is performed mainly on religious
occasion. Rasarkeli is another popular form of
folk song-dance. The title itself signifies that
‘Srungara’ is the main Rasa expression in this
song. Other important Sambalpuri Song- dances
are Humabouli, Maila Jada, Jhumer, Chutku
hua,Ghumura, Ghudka and Karma.Sambalpuri
Dance is known for its rhythmic movements and
graceful footwork. Hh Performed with vibrant
costumes, energetic beats and choreography
Sambalpuri Dance captivated every one,
accompanied by dhol, madal,nisan, tasa and
mahuri.

Sambalpuri Textile is a profound
embodiment of Western Odisha’s folklore and
cultural identity with motifs, technology and
usages deeply rooted in local mythology, religious
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practices and community life. Sambalpuri Sarees
and Dress are crucial part pf weedinga and
community identity linked with Bhai Juntia, Pua
Junti, Sabitri Amavasya and Dushera.

In Sambalpur Culture, food is intricately
woven into folklore festivals and daily life reflecting
the region’s agricultural heritage, community
bonds and religious devotion. Important
Sambalpuri Foods are Sarsatia, Dantri Khaja,
Ambila, Kardi, Hendua, Letha,Jarda Jhuri
Bhaja, Tol Bhaja and Nanda Pitha.

Sambalpuri Legends are not only stories,
but a rich tapestry of heroic figure, cultural icons
and myth. Goddess Samlai is the presiding deity
of Nuakhai and other festivals Sambalpuri Folklore
is depicted in Puspuni, Makar Jatra, Sathi Puja,
Pura Uansa, Tandehi Uansa, Bhai Juntia and Pua
Juntia. Generally saluting or Juhar is seen during
offering of Paan or Betel. Sambalpuri Din and
Nuakhai Bhetghat have revived Sambalpuri
Folklore.

Temples in Sambalpuri Folklore are not just
buildings they are centres of local belief linked to
God and Goddess. Important temples like Samlai,
Patneswari, Budharaja, Huma temple, Maneswar
Mandhata Temple and Ghanteswari are linked with
Sambalpuri Folklore.

Sambalpuri Folklore have contributed a lot
to Indian and Odishan Culture. Sambalpuri Cloth
and Ornaments are unique by nature. The river
Mahanadi is also connected with Sambalpuri
Folklore. There is a legend about availability of
Heera or Diamond in Mahanadi for which Hirakud
is named after Diamond. Various Research
Projects have been connected on origin and
development of Sambalpuri Folklore. Sambalpuri
Sarees, Sambalpuri Song and Sambalpuri Dance
are glory of Sambalpuri Folklore. Sambalpuri
Folklore’s international importance lies in its tie-
dyed textile, vibrant folk dances, distinctive music
and rich traditions which showcase Odisha’s
heritage globally and boost cultural tourism which
provide economic empowerment with multi
cultural basement. Bl

Retd Reader in Political Science
Vaidik Vihar, Sambalpur.
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DALKHAI: MUCH MORE THAN A FOLK DANCE

The western region of Odisha embodies
a distinct cultural, social, and historical
identity, enriched by the diverse repertoire of
Sambalpuri dance traditions. Within this
corpus, Dalkhai occupies a central position,
widely acknowledged both most significant
and aesthetically appealing form. Although
many perceive it merely as a folk dance, and
some associate it with fasting or ritual
practices, Dalkhai extends far beyond these
limited interpretations. Just as Khajuraho and
Konark stand as epitomes of temple
architecture, Dalkhai represents the epitome
of performative art within the cultural
landscape of Western Odisha.

The cultural history of this region reflects
a long-standing interaction between Aryan and
non-Aryan communities, fostering a dynamic
process of cultural exchange and
assimilation. Through this dialogue, folk
practices and ritual traditions have assumed
hybrid forms and sustained themselves
across the generations. During Dussehra or
Durga Puja, for example, Aryan communities
conduct their rituals in prescribed forms, while
non-Aryan groups observe parallel traditions.
A significant site of such cultural convergence
is the shared ritual space, where 16 or 32
squares (kuthi) are drawn and images of the
Goddess are painted on the wall. Each square
contains a distinct image, yet collectively they
represent the vast pantheon of 33 crore

&5 Dipak Kumar Panda

deities. Alongside depictions of goddesses
such as Durga, Laxmi, Saraswati, Parvati,
Bauti, and Mauli, images of deities including
Ishwar-Parvati, Hanuman, Varun, and Kuber
are also incorporated.

According to tradition, the Dhunkelis
played as an invocation to summon deities to
witness the ritual proceedings. The initial call,
known as Awahani, is performed in a polite and
soothing manner through melodious music. A
winnowing fan made of bamboo (kula) is
placed inverted over an earthen pot (patul),
with its convex side facing upward. The kula
is then rubbed using an iron rod (dhunbadi/
jhumkabadi) affixed to a bamboo bow
(dhanu). The bowstring, also attached to the
frame, is pulled with the fingers to produce
rhythm in coordination with the rubbing, while
small pendants attached to the instrument
enhance its resonance. The performer
simultaneously plays and sings, integrating
instrumental and vocal expression into the
ritual act.

Following this polite invocation, the
rhythm SuhulaBharni—based on a cycle of
sixteen beats—is performed during the phase
of inviting the Goddess. At this stage, multiple
instruments such as the dhol, nissan, tasa,
mahuri, and jhanj are played together, often
at a faster tempo and higher pitch, creating
an atmosphere of heightened devotion.
Traditionally, the drummers belong to the
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Ganda caste (a Scheduled Caste community),
who perform the role of inviting the deities on
behalf of Brahmins and other groups.

The sixteen rhythmic patterns are named
as Bharni, Ranjani, Manjani, Sammohini,
Shaktiakarshini, Anuprabeshika,
Uddhatadharini, Prachanda, Sirsabastiti,
Bilasa, Anuranjani, Saktyabesha, Abirbhaba,
Chakramanjari, Vimala, and Shantikara.

The site of worship is a shared sacred
space. On the Saptami day, or the seventh
day of Durga Puja, girls from both Aryan and
non-Aryan communities observe fasting.
Among Aryan girls and women, the fast—
known as Bhai Jiuntia—is undertaken for the
long life and prosperity of their brothers. In
contrast, fasting among unmarried girls of
non-Aryan groups serves a different ritual
purpose.

Unmarried girls belonging to certain
castes conduct puja by offering cakes
prepared from five specific types of leaves,
fruits, and flowers. They adorn themselves in
Sambalpuri sarees and traditional ornaments.
The Sambalpuri cultural tradition offers a wide
variety of ornaments designed for different
parts of the body, symbolizing both aesthetic
and ritual significance.

Sambalpuri Traditional Ornaments and

Ritual Practices

The Sambalpuri cultural tradition is
notable for its rich repertoire of ornaments,
each designated for different parts of the body,
reflecting both aesthetic sensibilities and ritual
significance.

m  Ornaments for the head include Sinthi,
Gojikathi, Gara, Phirphiria, Kanta, Khirpini,
Chepna, Singhpanian, Paanpatri,
Chaermudi, and Jharakathi.

m For the neck, ornaments such as
Kanthimala, Dhanmali, Gutimali,
Gajamala, Jintia, Khagla, Panla,
Patramali, Charmali, Chapsari, and
ChitiJdiuntia are used.

m  For the ears, the ornaments are Ganthia,
Karnaphul, Jhalka, Kanaphasia, Kana-nali,
Sikla, and Bentla.

m For the nose, items include Dandi,
Panpatriguna, Guna, Nakputki, GulaSuna,
Phulguna, and Natha.

m  For the arms, ornaments such as Taad,
Bahasuta, Bandria, and Bahati are worn.

m  For the hands, the ornaments are Katria,
Khadu, Kalari, Hat-patni, and Rupa Chudi.

m  For the waist, ornaments include Gunchi
and Anta-suta.

m  For the ankles, Painri and Payejhal are
worn.

m  For the toes, ornaments such as Jhuntia,
Bichhua, and God-mudi are used.

Among these, the Katria ornament, worn
on the hands, is distinguished for its functional
aspect as a defensive weapon for women.
Designed with sharp edges, it prevents anyone
from easily grasping or pulling the wearer’s
hand. The Sambalpuri saree is traditionally
fastened with a silver-made, two-piece round
ornament known as Karaata, whose primary
purpose is to store coins. Hairstyles are
arranged in a rounded knot positioned at one
side of the head, referred to as DhaliaKhusa.

The literary meaning of Dalkhai is “she
who eats branches of a tree,” a reference to
Goddess Durga in her manifestation as
Shakambari. In this form, Durga is worshiped
by establishing her presence on nine types of
tree branches, symbolizing the imagination of
a Goddess who dwells in the forest and
nourishes herself with branches. Ritual cakes
are prepared using leaves such as Phaniji,
Uludria, Laha-lahaka, Mushakani, KardiGaja,
Luru, DhangriBahu, and Dahi-dahika.

On Ashtami (the eighth day of Durga
Puja), girls dressed in traditional attire await
midnight to initiate the ritual. At midnight, under
the guidance of a married woman, they gather
at a water body in small groups. They fashion
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eight earthen dolls and perform puja.
Subsequently, the girls assemble in the village
square before the sixteen kuthi and begin the
ritual dance of Dalkhai. One girl leads by
singing, accompanied by the gentle beats of
the dhol(drum) to ensure the song remains
audible. The drum player simultaneously
motivates the participants to articulate their
thoughts freely, punctuating the rhythm with
interjections such as “hauhau, legelege,
hanhan.” Upon the completion of each stanza,
the drummer produces cheerful sounds, after
which the tempo of the dhol accelerates,
becoming faster and louder. The intensity of
the sound is heightened by the
accompaniment of two Nissans and a Tasa.
While the Nissan provides the bass foundation
and the Tasa the sharp percussion, the
dholserves as the primary rhythm instrument.
The ensemble is further enriched by the
mahuri, which provides melodic
accompaniment, and the jhanj, which
functions as a supporting percussion.

As the sound and pace of the rhythm
become faster, so does the dance. The girls
hold the two ends of a gamucha (towel/scarf)
and dance with their heads and waists bent
downward. While dancing, they never look up,
as the stanzas they have just sung are filled
with obscene and erotic words. Before the
rhythm becomes faster and louder, the girls
usually express the inner desires of the young
soul, provoked by the dhol player. The songs
convey themes of sexual desire and
capacity—sometimes directly, sometimes
indirectly, with hidden meanings. One stanza
says that the desire for sex is unlimited, like
the depth of the ocean and as vast as the sky,
where even a mountain appears too small in
comparison. Another stanza states that the
sky and the river are destined to remain
apart—able to look at each other, but never to
meet. In yet another stanza, a girl describes
what she would do if she found a young,

handsome man. This ritual or practice was
developed to provide young unmarried girls
the opportunity to express their desires, so
that after such deliberation, they would learn
to control themselves and remain virgins.

Parents never allowed their children to
witness such dances. Thus, it was treated as
a secret practice by unmarried girls. However,
as the songs and dances continued, people
would often sneak out to watch, leading the
group of dancers and musicians to disperse
quickly.

Over time, without considering the reason
or purpose, society began to regard the
practice as perversion. This general opinion
brought the traditional form of Dalkhai to an
end. It gradually transformed from a ritual into
a dance performed for amusement. From
being a secret performance, it began to appear
on stage or during marriage ceremonies.
Female relatives of the bride or groom
performed it at weddings, while professional
artists presented it during cultural programs.

The original songs of Dalkhai,
remembered for their obscene content, were
forgotten. Nobody uses or recalls them today.
Instead, modern compositions are created on
themes such as spirituality, patriotism, and
love. The style of performance has also
changed. Dancers no longer bow their heads;
instead, they perform while looking straight
ahead with smiling faces.

Thus, Dalkhai has not vanished—it
continues to live, but in a transformed form. It
is no longer confined to specific castes, as
girls of all communities now perform it. In
some rural areas, however, the traditional
style of dance is preserved when performed
for self-satisfaction rather than for an
audience. In general, Dalkhai has been
reshaped in terms of style, appearance, and
purpose. Traditionally, more than one style of
Dalkhai tune existed.
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Transmission and Performance of Dalkhai

®m  Mode of Transmission of Skill: In rural
areas, when Dalkhai is performed for self-
entertainment, women dance in the
traditional style. Younger girls participate
alongside them and gradually acquire the
style through observation and practice. In
this way, the tradition continues to survive.
In contrast, stage performers learn the
modified form of the dance under the
guidance of their Gurus or dance teachers.

®m Main Components: The essential
elements include the wearing of traditional
sari and ornaments, accompanied by
rhythmic instruments such as dhol, nissan,
tasha, mahuri, and jhanj. Collectively,
these five instruments are regarded as the
PanchaBadya.

m Period/Date: The performance is
traditionally held on AshwinaSuklapakhya
Ashtami (the eighth day of Durga Puja).

m Location: The dance is performed in front
of the image of goddesses drawn on a
wall.

®  Musical Instruments Used:Dhol, nissan,
tasa, mahuri, and jhanij.

m Objects Associated with the
Performance: Items for puja, musical
instruments, traditional saris, and
ornaments.

m Language of Performance: Sambalpuri.

m Performers: Girls belonging to the
communities of Kuda, Mirdha, Binjhal,
Paap, and Sahara.

m Nature of Performance:
performance.

m Gender Specification: The dance is
performed by girls, while boys play the
accompanying rhythm instruments.

Acknowledgement and Research on

Dalkhai

In 1967, the Government of Odisha
formally sought clarification on the nature of

Group

Dalkhai, issuing a directive to furnish detailed
information. The Collector of Sambalpur
entrusted this task to the District Information
and Public Relations Officer (DIPRO),
Sambalpur. The DIPRO initiated consultations
with Mr. Arjun Ranjan Panda, journalist and
Secretary of Friends Union, who in turn
approached the eminent musician, Mr.
Narendra Maharana. At that stage, Maharana
possessed only a limited understanding of the
tradition.

To acquire authentic knowledge, the
DIPRO arranged transportation, enabling
Maharana and his associates to travel by jeep
to the Atabira region of Sambalpur district.
With assistance from Mr. Brajamohan Panda,
a prominent cultural personality, the team was
discreetly guided to a performance site.
Maharana observed the Dalkhai dance in
secrecy and subsequently collected further
details. Based on these findings, a
comprehensive report was prepared and
submitted to the Government. Acting upon this
report, the State authorities facilitated the
formation of a performing troupe under the
guidance of Mr. Brajamohan Panda, which was
later deputed to Delhi to participate in the
Republic Day Festival of 1968.

The subsequent institutionalisation of
Dalkhai on stage was taken up by Sambalpur
Kala Parishad. Mr. Ranjit Nag, a seasoned
Gotipua dancer from childhood and a resident
of Dalaipara, Sambalpur, acquired knowledge
of Dalkhai from traditional practitioners and
restructured its format to suit stage
presentation. Another key figure was the late
Prabhudatta Pradhan, an eminent exponent of
Sambalpuri music and composer of the iconic
song Rangabati, who possessed in-depth
knowledge of the dance.

The present writer maintained close
association with late Narendra Maharana, late
Prabhudatta Pradhan, and Mr. Ranjit Nag—

9%
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three leading authorities on Dalkhai. Through
sustained dialogues with them over several
years, valuable insights were gathered.
Supplementary information was also obtained
from other eminent personalities, including Mr.
Krupasindhu Guru (lyricist and dhol player),
Mr. Murari Prasad Mishra (playwright, cultural
organiser, and former Minister), and Mr.
UrkuluMahanand (musician who accompanied
the Dalkhai troupe to Delhi in 1968).

In addition, the writer conducted
extensive interactions with elderly traditional
dancers and musicians, many of whom are
no longer alive, to document their knowledge.
These collective oral testimonies and field
observations have contributed significantly to
the understanding of Dalkhai and Sambalpuri
folk performance traditions.

Conclusion

The study of Dalkhai demonstrates its

evolution from a secret ritual of unmarried girls

to a widely recognized cultural performance.
Once performed in seclusion as a symbolic
expression of youthful desires and social
regulation, Dalkhai gradually shifted into staged
and celebratory forms, shedding its earlier
associations with obscenity and secrecy. This
transition illustrates the adaptability of folk
traditions in response to social change, where
ritual significance was reconfigured into artistic
expression. The loss of original songs and the
incorporation of new themes—spiritual, patriotic,
and romantic—further highlight its dynamic
transformation. Today, Dalkhai survives in both
rural contexts, where elements of the traditional
style persist, and in urban stages, where it has
acquired new aesthetic and performative
dimensions. Its continued practice underscores
cultural resilience and creative negotiation with
modernity, securing its position as a vital marker
of Sambalpuri heritage and identity in Western
Odisha. mm
Historian, Journalist
Convenor of LokMahotsava,
Sambalpur- 2026
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PRESERVING OUR FOLK ART,MUSIC AND CULTURE.

Today we call ourselves modern and
people belonging to an age of computer and
internet. We live in towns and cities,go to
well-furnished hotels for lunch and dinner
and visit cinema halls for movies. On the
occasion of marriages and various socio-
cultural programmes our ears have been
habituated with high volumes of sound.
Western culture gradually fltering through the
big cities has captured our minds to the
extent that we have started closing our eyes
to our own tradition and culture. Time is
always subject to change and with change
in time changes do occur in every sphere of
life. Adapting to change and keeping pace
with time are not bad. But compromising
with our indigenous culture for the sake of
modernism and westernization can hardly be
accepted. Since time immemorial our
country has remained unique and second to
none in the world not because what we are
doing today but because what it was in the
past.

As a child | remember to have visited
my village not very far from the city mostly
during school vacations. There were other
children in the village. All of us would wake
up throughout the night and watch opera.
There would be a huge gathering of the
villagers for the same in the middle of the
village. There would be four pillars and a
simple canopy with one or two petromax
lights for performance of the artists on the
stage. Social, historical and mythological

&5 Prafulla Kumar Majhi

subjects were mostly taken up for the
entertainment of the audience. It was quite
a pleasure to enjoy the show being
performed on the rural stage. The party
would not necessarily be from our village. It
might have been invited from any of our
nearby villages.

But today the time has changed. The
village stage has become a thing of the past.
Though our village did not have a regular
opera party there were many parties in
nearby villages which would come on
invitation and perform on minimum of
payment. But today almost all the parties are
not in existence and | feel very bad hearing
about it. Opera parties with modernization
and latest techniques of display of scenes
are no doubt coming on occasion. But they
are confined to larger villages and towns and
are mostly professional parties from other
areas. The tradition of the village opera
along with its old world charm has almost
collapsed and whatever is left of will vanish
soon. The reasons for the downfall are not
far to seek;

1) Migration of people to towns and
cities for greener pastures - Gone are the
days when village life was simple and rural
people wanted to live in the village
depending upon agriculture,agriculture
related manual labour and family profession.
But today the situation is not the same.
Professionals like the Potter,barber etc.
have gone into oblivion. Even the village
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Jhankar who moved from door to door with
new rice on the occasion of Nuakhai and to
worship the Gramadevi is no more to be
seen. Easily available manual work and
small jobs are attracting the illiterate and
semi-literate youth for migration to urban
areas. In such a situation who will think of
participating in the village opera party!

2) Disinterest of the younger
generation in it - Long back | had the
opportunity to meet Sri Bipin Seth,a popular
Sanchar artist of his time in his village
Barahagoda in the district of Bargarh. He
made it clear that the present generation
was not interested in the art as it could not
provide a sure source of livelihood. Similar
is the case with the drama artists of rural
areas. How can they survive depending
upon their art with stif competition from
professional opera,television and cinemal!

3)Not an attractive source of
livelihood - The dramatic art alone cannot
be a sure and attractive source of livelihood.
If the artists have other primary sources of
income like farming and business they can
only take it as a secondary profession or as
a matter of interest.

4) Dawn of Television and Cinema-
Television and cinema have entered the
society and we have to accept it. Since the
number of cinema halls in the state has
decreased and their number is almost nil or
insignifcant in rural areas good opera or folk
theatre parties with good scripts and
performances can provide entertainment to
the people on occasion even in the presence
of television.

5) Having to compete with the
professional parties - Earlier even the
professional opera parties coming from
other areas were not as advanced as they
have become today with the result that they
are preferring towns and bigger and more
populous villages. So they do not pose much
of a challenge to the rural opera parties

despite the competition. The villagers,
particularly the women cannot aford to leave
home at night and travel for ten to ffteen
kilometres for visiting shows of the
professional parties.

6) Lack of patronage - Lack of
patronage may also be another reason for
the downfall. Earlier the kings,Zamindars
and Gountias used to extend patronage to
such artists and professionals. The
government has also come out with various
schemes. But further plans may be thought
of at the Gram Panchayat and Panchayat
Samiti level for them. Rural youth clubs and
organisations may also take interest in
encouraging the formation of such parties
without necessarily seeking any government
help in the initial stage. If in a particular
village Ramleela or opera has been
discontinued or stopped organisational
eforts may very well be made for its revival.

Similar is the fate of rural and
professional Ramleela and theatre in
smaller and bigger towns and cities.

As a child | remember to have seen a
Ramleela party coming all the way from Bihar
and performing shows on the chowk for ten
to ffteen days at a stretch. Though we
children could not understand Hindi with
Bihari accent yet we enjoyed it along with
the large crowd throughout the night. But the
party has stopped coming to our locality of
the town since long. The reasons must be
the same as they are in our area. It can be
seen that only in the bigger cities of India
professional theatre is surviving. In smaller
towns the interested youth and their groups
are staging plays and competitions with
great dificulty. Years back one theatre
personality was telling me,”Drama will never
die. But where is the interest to continue it.
If we want the future of drama to be bright
we need good scripts,interested
people,good theatres, new technology and
patronage. If we stage good drama | see no



reason why people should not take interest
in it and watch it!”

Another degradation that | have been
marking in urban and mostly rural areas in
our culture is the gradual degradation of rural
folk songs widely in circulation from
generation to generation. As a child |
remember to have heard and sung the
following folk songs and idioms while
playing with little boys and girls;

“Chhilo Lai

Aa khelma Bai....... .~

Or

“Gho gho Rani

Aanthe aanthe Pani...... ”

Or

“Eechir michir

Dhob chir chir

Khair kaath Bagh Nakhi

Eetar Mitar jhol

Haad phute phute mauns phute

Ee angthita tor.....”"

But unfortunately these folk songs and
idioms are totally conspicuous by their
absence at present. Whatever little is left
of it in the memory of the older generation
will gradually wither away. In rural areas the
young generation of girls and women do not
even remember these songs what to speak
of singing in tune. The infuence of flm and
album music on them can easily be felt. The
western part of Odisha comprising ten to
eleven districts is known for its distinct
culture and such folk songs including tribal
ones are available in thousands of number.
But disinterest and indiference will
ultimately eclipse these for good. In recent
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times All India Radio had started a project
called Sanskar Geet which aimed at
recording all such available folk and tribal
songs and storing them for posterity. It was
seconded by the novel idea that the songs
will be recorded in rural and tribal areas
and setting in the voice of the unauditioned
artists without music. This way the
naturalness of the songs may be maintained
and the artists may start taking an interest
in its revival and circulation. The project has
been successfully completed with All India
Radio stations all over the country
participating in it.

India,Odisha and western Odisha are
very rich in tradition and culture and it is the
duty of the young generation to preserve it.
The government is organising functions like
Loka Mahotsavs and also coming out with
different plans and schemes from time to
time for the artists and preservation of our
cultural heritage. Plans and schemes may
be revised from time to time for better
output. Competitions at the Gram
Panchayat and Panchayat Samiti level
amongst people may make them take
interest in the folk music and culture. Regular
patronage by the government and
NGOs,involving the artists more and more
in government programmes and private
functions including Sarvajanina Pujas and
Jatras,interest of the young generation in
folk art ,music and culture though not as
profession and last but not the least the
interest of the public in our great
tradition,culture and heritage will continue to
retain India as what it has always remained
on the frmament of the world. Bl

Retd. Assistant Director (P)
All India Radio
Dhanupali,Sambalpur
Mobile 9861007190
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