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PREFACE

The first Gazetteer of Sambalpur district was written by O’ Malley
in 1909. It was revised by Kingin 1932. The district then covered the
areas now occupied by the subdivisions of Sambalpur!, Bargarh, and
Padarepur. The present Gazetteer covers the old district and the three
new subdivisions of Deogarh, Kuchinda, and Rairakhol which accreted
to Sambalpur district in 1948 in consequence of the operation of
surrender of Ruling power by Princes which has been called in the text
“Merger of States” or “Integration of States”. Cobden-Ramsay
had written the Gazetteer of the 26 Feudatory Stutes of Orissa in 1907,
It included the states of Bamra and Rairakhol which are now the sub-
divisions of Deogarh, Kuchinda, and Rairakhol. In the present
Gagzetteer, full use has been made of the work of O’ Malley, King,
and Cobden-Ramsay. They have been extensively quoted to compare
the vastly changed conditions in the present day.

Geologist Ball, Archaeologists Beglar and Jay:swal, Motte-the
traveller and Settlement Officers Dewar, Nethersole and Hamid
have been quoted. Extensive quotations have been taken from the
autobiography of Senapati (Chief Editor of this volume) which gives
a contemporary account of conditions prevailing between 1930 and
1934 when he was Deputy Cowmmissioner of the district.

Vast changes have taken place during the last two decades. A
visitor to Sambalpur today would feel like Rip Van Winkle waking
up after loag years of sleep. A huge lake, large arcas criss-crossed with
canals, corn swaying in the fields in summer indeed a Green Revo-
lution, electric and telephone wires covering the sky, H. T. Electric
towers, looking like huge skeletons standing in fields and forests
to carry electric power, are all signs of anew look. Growth of heavy
and light industries in and around Sambalpur, Jharsuguda, and
Bargarh has transformed the pastoral countryside into centres
humming with activity and concentration of people both from within
and out side the district. Life in rural areas is also very different,
Zamindars, Gauntias, and Chaukidars are no longer there. Gone
also are Deraghars and Dharsas. One who knew Sambalpur of
old may view these with nostalgia, All today and in future will
regret the rapid disappearance of wild life. The majestic tiger, the
cunning leopard and pretty spotted deer are nearing extinction.
Gone also is lac, the resin of a wild insect. 7assar, the strongest of
all textiles, has so deteriorated that people prefer synthetic fibres,
You no longer see cocoons being sold in village markets. Where
you could see hundreds of bullock carts moving leisurely on dust
roads, you now find Diesel trucks racing on black topped roads

(1) Excluding 61 villages of Fadampur (Mahadeopali) PS.—vide p. 4.
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polluting the atmosphere by the masses of smoke ecmitied by their
exhausts. The Dhenki which used to pound rice is no longer seen or
heard. Tt has been replaced by rice-hullers and giant rice mills. The
old way oflife is gone for ever *.

fn compiling this volume, we have received the assistance of
many. We first mention the Casey sisters, Miss Peggy  Casey, Miss
Madge Casey and Mrs. Clare Morris who presented us the weather
record kept at their father’s Sisal Hemp Estate at Nildunygr for 37
years.

The glossary has been added to explain many Oriya words used
inthe text and the Index has been split into two parts—general and
place names, the object being to open up research into their meaning,
It may have important bearing on history and geography of the country.
The spelling of place names in the Map and in the text has followed
the maps published by the Survey of India which some times differs
from the local spelling.

The map at the end is in scale 1 : 12,50,000 (or 1 cm :
124 Km). A more detailed map could not be printed on
account of restriction imposed by the Government of India. The niore
detailed mavs have been given in similar scales on particular subject
to which thev rofer such as canals, roads and forest roads, mineral
and  geoclog ete.

>

An oinission in this volume is a picture of Veer Surendra Sai.
Although pictures of him have appeared at other places we could not
get an authentic original.  As pliotography was not known at the time
a picture could ouly have been either a painting or drawinz. No such
original with its authorship has becn found.

For brevity, abbreviations have been used in the text,
“Community Development” referred to as “C. D.” was introduced
in different stages, namely Stage I, Stage II and Post-Stage 1I. A
Stage T C. D. Block is one for which a schematic allotment of Rs. 12
lakhs is made for development work to be done within a minjimum
period of 5 years. Similarly, Stage IT Block has a  schematic allot-
ment of Rs. 5 lakhs. A Post-Stage II Block succeeds a Stage 11
Block and it has no specific allotment of funds.

There are many references in the text to Five Year Plans. The
periods covered by the Plans are:-—

Ist Five~Year Plan .. April 1951 to March 1956
2nd Flve-Year Plan .. April 1956 to March 1961
3rd Five-Year Plan .. April 1961 to March 1966

After three years of annual plans, the Fourth-Fi e :
in April, 1969. p rth-Five Year Plan started

* Vide Chapter IX.
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The Gazetteer was compiled in the Gazetteers Section of the
Revenue Department and placed before the  Advisory Comunmittee
which consisted of—

1. Chief Minister .. Chairman

2. Minister, Revenue .. Member

3. Deputy Minister, Revenue .. Member

4. Chief Secretary .. Member

5. Member, Board of Revenue .. Member

6. Sccretary, Revanue .. Member

7. Dr. Pranakrushna Parija, Member

Padmabhusan.
8. Chief Editor, Gazetteers .. Member-Secretary

It was sentto the Government of India and their comments consi.
dered. We will be failing in our duty, it we do not express our
thanks to D:. P. N. Chopra, M. A, ph. D,, Editor, District Gazatteers
and the staff of the Central Gazetteers Unit, Ministry of Education
and Youth Services, New Dehli for their effective role in planning
and co-ordinating the work of preparation ol the District Gazuotteers
The unit scratinized the draft of this volume with great care and
made several hzlpful suggestions with a view to improving the
standard and quality of the publication. It may also be mantioned
here that a portion of the cxpenditure incurred on th: publication
and printing of the District Gazetteers is being:met by the Government
of India.

We have had ungrudging assistance of local officers of Ministries
of Communications, Railways, and Finance; and all Departimeintg
of the State Government of Orissa and their local officers whom we
had occasions to approach. Weare particularly thankfl to the Doputy
Director, Map Publication for printing the maps, and to
Dr. Banshidhar Prusti, Director of Mines, Shri Bijoy Krishna Mohanty
Deputy Director of Mines, Shii Brundaban Misra, Joint Dircctor of
Agriculture and Dr. Bidyadhar Padhi, Professor of Botany, Utkal
University for their valuable assistance. Chapter II on History has
been drafted by Dr. Kishori Mohan Patra, Reader in History, Utkal
University.

The following staff of the Gazetteers Section have worked un-
grudgingly to complete the task and to go through the (tedious and
tiring work of proof reading—Shri Jamini Kanta Jagdev, Research
Officer, Shri Mahendra Chandra Das, Officer on Special Duty
Compilers Shri Amulya Kumar Satpathy, Shri Basanta Kumar Das,
Shri Gour Prasad Patnaik and Shri Prafulla Behera; Assistants
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Shri Pranakrushna Satpathi and Shri Sarat Chandra Mahapatra;
Stenographers Shri Pratap Kumar Ray and Shri Nrusimha Charan
Satpathi; and Typists Shri Satyananda Mohapatra, Shri Durga Charan
Mabhapatra, Shri Braja Kishore Parida and Shri Akshaya Kumar Barik.
In spite of several proof readings, the final printed copy has a large
number of mistakes, for which the indulgence of the reader is invited.

Thanks are also due to Dr. Nabin Kumar Sahu who did
considerable spade work before the chapter on History could be
compiled and colected some materials for Chapter XIX.

Finally, we acknowledge the valuable work of thz Orissa Govern-
ment Press, ofthe Superintendent and of his staff who have worked
hard to keep to the time schedule.

Republic Day, 1971 NILAMANI SENAPATI
BHABAKRUSHNA MAHANTI
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